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Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235 
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Delano, MN 55328 
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MN ï WI FNAWS 
OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

Plan to Attend 
  

MN-WI FNAWS 
31st Annual  
Banquet and 
Fundraiser  

 

March 5 -6, 2010 
Sheraton Hotel, Bloomington, MN  

 

Register online at  
www.fnawsmnwi.org 

or look for a Registration Form 
in this newsletter 

 
Reserve your Hotel Room by calling 

(952) 835-7800 
or book online at: 

www.starwoodmeeting.com/book/
mnwifnaws10 

 

We will also have a link from MN-WI 
FNAWSô website to the hotelôs website. 

Check out the 

NEW LOOK for the 

MN-WI FNAWS website!    

www.fnawsmnwi.org  
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Dear FNAWS family, 
 
By the time this newsletter reaches you, hopefully you will 
have had an opportunity to do a little hunting this fall.   
 
Your board of directors has had a busy summer.  Curt 
Babler, Gregg Boeke and I attended the Chapter Affiliate 
meeting of the National Wild Sheep Foundation in July.   In 
August we had a Strategic Planning event held at the 
Cabelaôs meeting room in Owatonna.  There were nine MN-
WI FNAWS members who attended this two-day planning 
event.  A lot of hard work went into this very successful 
meeting.   The end of October, the board had a strategic 
planning follow-up meeting at the Sheraton in Bloomington.   
We will now work on the goals that were identified at these 
meetings.   
 
In an effort to get our organizationôs name out to the public, 
we are hoping to send MN-WI FNAWS representatives to 
some of the upcoming hunting shows.  By doing this, 
maybe we can increase our membership and be able to 
ñput more sheep on the mountains.ò  
 
And, of course, we now need to start focusing on our 
upcoming banquet and fundraiser.  Our annual event will be held on March 5-6, 2010 at the Sheraton Hotel in 
Bloomington, Minnesota.  If anyone would like to volunteer to help with any part of our fundraiser, please let a 
board member know.  I hope everyone will be able to attend as it is always a very fun time. 
 
Happy hunting, 
Jerry Mariska 
 
 

Presidentôs Message 

 

THANK YOU  to the following MN-WI FNAWS members 
who participated in our Strategic Planning Event in August! 
Curt Babler, Gregg Boeke, Oscar Carlson, Don Gould, Bob 

Hall, Al Holland, Gerald Mortier, Stewart Shaft, Jack 
Smythe, and Bruce Hawkinson, facilitator. 

 In Memory  
 
Major F. Miller , age 70, passed away 
on Sunday, November 1 after a battle 
with cancer.  Major, and his wife, Ila, 
have been long-time supporters of MN-
WI FNAWS and have attended many of 
our annual fundraisers.    Many MN-WI 
FNAWS family members have had the 
privilege to hunt with Major at Bare 
Tracks Trophy Outfitters.   He will be 
missed.    
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It really started 15 years ago when outfitter, Terry 
Sandmeier, Geneva Park Outfitters,  came to our 
MN-WI FNAWS fundraiser.  He has been a longtime 
supporter of MN-WI FNAWS and we became friends 
over the years. 
 
During these 15 years I have been sending into 
Colorado for a sheep tag with the understanding that 
Terry and I would hunt together if I ever drew a tag.  
And you all know how that goes.  You send in your 
money in February or March and then stand next to 
the mailbox until your refund check shows up.  Each 
year, including this one, was the same.  The refund 
came as usual, preceded by the ñthank you but 
please try againò letter.   But little did I know 
something different would happen this year. 
 
In July I received a call from the Colorado DOW and 
the nice lady on the other end asked if I would like a 
sheep license.  ñWhat?ò I questioned.    She said, 
ñWe can offer you a sheep license as there was a 
law change a few years ago that allows the DOW to 
issue a license to an alternate applicant if for any 
reason the first person drawn could not go and he 
turns in the license for a refund.ò   And that first 
alternate was me!!!!!   Needless to say this was a 
real shock, a pleasant surprise, to say the least.  
First of all with full pref. points the chance of draw 
was about one in fifty, and then to have the other 
hunter drop out must raise the odds by a big factor.  
If you think that was a stroke of luck, you havenôt 
heard any thing yet.  First, the hunt and then ñTHE 
REST OF THE STORY.ò 
 
I arrived at Terryôs and loaded my gear.  Terry had 
some business things to take care of so his son, 
Terry Lee, would be guiding me for the first part of 
the hunt.  At first I was sort of  bummed  that it was 
not Terry that was to be my guide, but I soon 
realized that I was in very capable hands.  Terry Lee 
and I got along great.  He has been in all the valleys 
helping his dad since he was 12 years old.  Now 
being 32, he has all the tools for a great guide. 
 
The first four days were spent jumping from 
mountain range to mountain range.   The usual thing 
was to look for sheep in the p.m. and again in the 
a.m.  If we didnôt find anything that we liked we were 
off to the next mountain.  We saw sheep every day - 
anywhere from one to five.  They were usually 1/2 to 

5/8 curl.   On the fifth day we moved camp one more 
time.   We set up camp and headed up to do some 
scouting.  Not far from camp we smelled smoke.  At 
first we thought it was from the campground, but the 
wind was wrong for it to be coming from there.  Well, 
we found it all right.  It was sort of a smudge type 
fire from maybe lightning or maybe something else.   
As we were not far from camp, Terry Lee went back 
to camp and had his father contact the forest 
service.   We used a couple of shovels to contain 
the embers till the firefighters got there.   All this 
time, the horses wanted no part of the firefighting 
and they trashed about until they freed themselves 
and went back to camp.   When we went to get 
them, the one was acting colicky.  As we had used 
up so much time on the fire and the horses it now 
was too late to go up the mountain for spotting as it 
would be dark in an hour or so.  That night was a 
long one for Terry and the horse.  Terry stayed up 
all night to keep the horse from laying down which is 
a sure death sentence for the horse as I am told. 
 
The next morning we left for the mountain with Terry 
still working with the horse.   I didnôt know how to 
feel - more sorry for the horse, who was in sure 
misery, or Terry for being up all night with him.  After 
about an hour of traveling through some of the best 
looking sheep country I had ever seen we came 
upon five sheep in a cut on the side on the 
mountain.  One of them was a near shotter and 
another was possibly a little larger than the one I 
ended up shooting.   It was just he did not have the 
shape of horns that I wanted.  We decided to go to 
the end of the valley and have a look as we could 
always go for these guys on the way out.  They sure 
were in a nice spot that would be an easy stalk. 
 
When we reached the end of the valley we started 
our glassing.  It was not long and I found a ram on 
the far side of the bowl that looked good.  A closer 
look with the spotting scope showed us that he was 
not a monster ram, but one that carried his weight 
well and was nearly full curl.  Good enough.  He was 
in a perfect spot for a stalk.  There was a cut in the 
valley floor that we could ride the horses to and then 
stalk on foot to a group of rocks not 200 yards from 
where the sheep was now bedded.  It was a perfect 
set up.  When we reached the spot to shoot from we 
found the sheep had moved a few yards but he was 
still there.  He saw us about the same time we saw 

 

 

   A Stroke of Luck      by Jerry Marisa, Waseca, MN 
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him, but he was not sure what he was seeing.  With 
movie cameras rolling, I got ready for the shot.  But 
with the strain of the climb and maybe just a little 
buck fever, I could not hold the scope steady on the 
sheep.  The sheep decided he had enough of this 
and stood up to leave.  As he started to move away, 
I tried to get a shot at him before he moved behind a 
rock that would hide him for a few yards.  Well you 
guessed it, the rock jumped in front of the bullet in 
an effort to save the sheep.  And it was successful.  
Now I had a running shot at a sheep 200 ï 225 ï 
250 yards.   But I was lucky and hit him on the 
second shot and a third that finished him and he 
was down.  What a feeling!  We nearly counted this 
one before we had him down.   Now it was time for 
high fives and ñman hugs.ò  We took some photos 
and then skinned the sheep for a full body mount. 
 

The pack out was not really a pack 
out at all.  We had to carry the 
sheep about one hundred yards 
down the hill and the horses could 
be brought to there.  Then it was a 
very pleasant one hour ride back to 
camp.  Back at camp we had a nice 
cold beer waiting for us.  We had 
been saving a couple for this 
occasion.  Also back at camp the 
forest service came to talk to us.  
They had done some investigating 
on that fire we had reported the day 
before.  What they had found was 
that the fire was started by gunfire.  
They had found numerous empty 
rounds and bullets from a 45 cal. 
handgun.  Someone must have 
been doing some target practice in 
the forest and the hot lead had 
started the fire.  The investigator 
asked if we remembered anything 
from the day before that would help 

him find the shooter, but we could not help him.  We 
later found out that the horse that Terry was working 
with did not make it.  So as good a day as it was, 
this sort of took some of the joy away.   It was a 
good horse. 
 
Now the ñRest of The Story.ò As I said I got this 
license because of someone elseôs bad luck.  But 
this was not the only good luck for me as I drew a 
#680 Montana Bighorn tag this year as well as a 
Nevada #263 Desert Sheep tag.   This was a 1 in 
5.8 million chance to draw all three tags in the same 
year!   Good thing I didnôt send in to any other 
states! 
 
I would like to thank Jason at Hunting Fool for his 
help. And a special thank you to the Sandmeiers for 
their effort to get this flat-lander a great sheep! 

 

 

CORRECTION  
In the last issue of our publication, there was a report entitled 

ñMy Grand Slam RamðWhat a Charm!ò by Alan Cashore.  At 

this time, MN-WI FNAWS is not licensed to use the trademarks 

of Grand Slam Club/Ovis.  ñGrand Slamò and ñGrand Slam of 

North American Wild Sheepò are registered trademarks owned 

by GSCO.  As of publication date for our Summer issue, Alan 

Cashore had not registered his sheep with Grand Slam Club/

Ovis.  The four North American sheep do not constitute a Grand 

Slam unless they have been documented and registered with 

GSCO and issued an official Grand Slam documentation 

number.  Our chapter has a good relationship with GSCO, and 

this was simply an oversight. 

Send Us Your Hunting Stories!!  
 

If you bought or won an auction hunt, or if youôd 

like to share your hunting experiences, please 

submit a story or fill out the Hunt Report Form 

and send it in so we can include it in our next 

issue of Ram Tracks! 
 

Deadline for our next issue is December 20, 

2009! 


